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KICIATH. vvl
CREDENTIALS. I"?

The VICE PRESIDE.N 1* laid before the Senate the ere- ne

denuals of the flon. Wm II. Sewahii, elected a senator thi
from the State of Now York for six yours from and after v«

llie 4 h day of March which were reud, and ordered to be J''1
entered on the journal. -J',*'

memorials and petitions. ti

Mr. JONES presented n memorial of the truatres of the
Brum-h University of Fairfield, low >, asking a grant of lund ,,j
for the use of 'hut institution; which was referred to the ,,

CoininiIter on Public Lands. a,

M'. ATCHISON presented the petition of the chiefs of ot|
the Kichapoo and Poilawutoniie tribes of Indians, asking n

ths! the annuities due llie latter trihe may be |iuid, ain^that 1,11

thsy may not lie required to emigrate from their present
homes; which w is referred to the Committee on Indian Ufairs.bu

Also, the petition of Puikeraon Hocker, n volunteer in W(

the Seminole war, arking to lw allowed a (xnwioii; which op
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. I'm
Mr. COllWIN presented thr petition of ci'izsns ofPenn- l:"

sylvania asking that slavery arid the slive trade may tie abolmliedin the District of Columbia, and that slavery muy be *V
prohibited in the Territories of the United States. 1

Also a petition of citizens of Hindis county, Pennsylvuma,u»king ihut thr ordinance of 1787 ipuy be adopted in
thr organization of the Territorial governments by the Unt
led Slates. ttu
The motion to receive the above petition-, was ordered >

to lie on the table. db
Mso from citizens of Iowa, asking the establishment "v

of a land office at Red Rock, in that Sir.tc; which was ru

ferrrd to the Commiitee on Public Lands. j"'
Mr. KINO presented the memorial of James C. Wa'son, 1U

asking for losses sit itained in conse.|uenoe of the failure of
the officers of the government to suriender certain negroes rni

purchased by him from the Creok Indians: which was tie
referred to the Committee on Indian Alfiirs. pe
Mr. K. alto submitted additional documents relating w'

to ihe memorial of John C. Riddle, II A. Carter, and E.
Simonds, in rela'ion to a Macadamized road across the jjjj
isthmus of Tehuuiifepec; which were referred to the Committeeon Military Affairs.
Mr. K. also presented a memorial from members of the

bar at Mobile, and other citizens of Alabama, asking that
the State of Alabama may be divided into two judicial dis-
tricts. 'bj

In presenting the petition,
Mr. KINO said he had received from n member of

the bar residing ill Mobile, South Alabama, and from a

great number of highly respectable citizens of lite same

place, a memorial, in which they ask Congress to pass u law wl
dividing the Slate of Alabama into two judicial districts. At thi

present, it consisted of three districts. While he presented thi
the memorial submitted to him from those gentlemen, lie m<

would take occasion to say that he was decidedly opposed to

any change being ntuJe. lie thought it would be unjust to wi

North Alabama, which was cut off by mountain ranges
from the middle and southern portions. He thRught the III
arrangement now existing would be. more convenient. lie
would therefore move that, without reading, the memorial
be referred to the Judioiary Committee.
The memorial was referred to the Commiitee on tlieJudi- "j

ciary. t ,.e

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. th
The hill from the Houze of Representatives declaring

Fort Covington, in the Stale of New York, to be a port of tci

delivery, and for other purposes, was read a first and second w'

time by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. ,

The bill from the House of Representatives exempting '

Spanish vessels from discriminating duties in certain cases,
was read a first and second time by its title, and referred to u

the Committee on Finance.
MID8IIIrMAS RODGERS. uf

Mr. RUSK. 1 notice, Mr. President, in the report of trf

yesterday's proceedings, a word of explanation by the l'r
senator from Illinois, [Mr. Breeke,] in relation to a bill c<]

. .
1 ad

which was under discussion on inc duy Delore, tor me rcnct m
of Midshipman Rodders, in which I regret to see some re- ()1
marks calculated to injure the young gentleman's character, be
From what I could learn of that young man's character pr
from the petition which was referred to the Committee on ec

Military Affairs, 1 was impressed with the firm conviction 1,1
that he was a man of gallantry, great modesty, and entirely w

unassuming in his manners. He occupied an office in the 1,1

navy of the United States.an office sought after by many
young mi n; and but for the persuasion of his friends, who inducedtiim to apply to Congress for relief, he would have devotedimself to his profession, for the purpose of raising
money for the expenses incurred during his imprisonment in 'J'Mexico, and relieving his father from embarrassment.
Whether he be related to Com. John Rodgers, or anybody °'

else, is totally un immaterial matter, so far as his character is 1,1

concerned. He lived for years under laws and institutions
where every man, great or small, must lis judged not by
Ins relations, but by conduct which commends itself to the co

community. I regretted also that I was not present when tic
these explanatory remarks were made by the senator yesterdaymorning, that I might have replied to them at the lie
time. 1 think it due to the character of tho young man, arid W
to his gallantry and good conduct in the Mexican war, that ra

the remarks made by tho honorable senator from Delaware Kr

[Mr. Chiton,] when he presented Mr. Roilgers's petition 111

during th« last session of Congress should he read. Mr. R.
then sent to the Chair the remarks alluded to, and they
were read by the Secretary, as follows : p<
" Mr. Clayton said I huvo ill- honor to present the 'J1'

memorial ol Fasieil Mulshipinnn Rogers, asking ooinpen
raiion lor lo-ses and injuries received in the service ot his th
country, ilis memorial is couched in terms as modest and U|
unassuming as tuey are respectful to Congress, and glances lo
at tlic lending incidents of an eventful story, of daring on-

ici|iiisc aiiu uaruiu luruuiuc, in uapuvny iiii'i unucjo, n/ ,

winch there can scarcely be found a parallel in the annals
of the war. I shall a-k of the Senate that this memorial .-f
be printed, in order that he may have the full benefit ol
his own statement; and I now propose to make a few re
marks in relation to the claim which he presents, for the V
purpose of drawing the attention ol the chairman of tin* ^Committee 011 Military Affairs, and the members of it, to "(

the tacts of the case, because suppose that is the commit »'
tee to whom the memorial may most appropriately be re-

^ferred. This young officer was one of tlie daring few _

who, in the month of November, 1816, were dis'ingui.-hed
for cutting out and destroying the Mexican barque *Cre- ^«» e,' iheci moored under the guns and fastened to the walls
ol the fortress of S in Juan d'Ulloa. Subsequently to ttie
destruction of that vessel, the naval commander under
whom Mr. Rogers served, was desirous that a reconnois- V
**nee should he made of the localities in the vicinity ol *

Vera Cruz, as well for the purpose of aiding a land attack ^
«s ul destroying the enemy's depot of ammunition ; and
this young sailor volunteered with n few others.a small
boat's crew.to perforin this dangerous service. On three J
successive nights this mmuII party penetrated the dense
chapparel in the neighborhood ol the city of Vera Cruz,
made a complete reconnoissance of all the objects ol tin- ^
porta.ice winch tl.ey were sent to examine, and afterwards
reported cornjilete drawings of the localities around the
city, which were hell by hmcrul Worth to be of gieat Jvalue, as lie occupied, in the investment of the city, the
Particular spot which whs the subject of this investigation *

It was during this recounoUsunce. on the laid night of it,
that Mr. Rogers wis captured by a band ol Mexican J,
guards; and Ins capture was undoubtedly owing to his '~fown generous iinjuilse in saving a brother ollicer. On that ^occasion he narrow ly escaped death nt the moment of his
capture, in cmifequerice of the exasperated feelings of the
Mexicans consequent on the destruction of the 4 Creole.'
|>e was carried that night to prison in Vera Cruz, where |c
he remained lour days and night* without sustenance, 111 a
ceil swarming with vermin, and where tlio only intelligencethat reached him wan iliat ho had he* n condemned to dentil K
us a spy, by a civil tribunal, the s-de evidence offered l»eloreit being to the effect that lie was the leader.©! the

^irarty engaged in cutting out and destroying the * Creole ^then remained in constant expectation ol death for
many week*, and when, as he thought, his death-sum:non* ''

was conning, his only answer to it was the request that he
might avoid the Mexi an hhde of killing a man behind hi*
b*ck, and meet death a? an American, who could look itsn 1

the (ace. He remained in that Mate of suspense lor a long °

period; his imprisonment ut Vera Cruz lasting for three P

Ji tenths. For some reason the bloody sentence which bad
^been recorded against hitn was never executed, and a mil ^itery commission was ordered to .sit upon hii case. When
^lien. Srott was advancing to invest Vera Cruz, Mr. Kogcr*waamarched on loot from that city to Perote, and con lined

in the noxious cells of that lortress. A* the American arm\ »

advanced into Mexico, he was again removed and conveyed
to Puebla. All his properly had been lost in tb« wreck o
the isomers, and tlmt wlucb ua* cxmlerred upon him by ibt
hand ol Irieiidship or charity was taken from him by the rob

^bets; whilst hit file was at the aamo time in nomiunt perilIroin the excited atateof public feeling against our country
men. At a short dmancc trout Puebla the incensed rabbi*
atoried him, and on that occasion, also, he narrowly cmch
ped dentb. Owing io this excited siufa of public feeling, hi
Rutud was compelled to remain with bun within a leagn. t
ol Puebla nil midnight, fast lie should be io A top.AOe* by (the exasperated pnpubu'e in the city. When taken t* ,Puebla, in so great peril was he, that the foreign resident-

fof that Siate interceded in Ins behalf, and obtained an ord«
lor Ins lamoval to the city ol Mexico. Jn rags and wretcheilneis lu* was marched to the capital, where be remained
a pusoner until intelligence of Uie bailie of Ccrro Oordo

*»

rived, when General Hunt* Anna, ihf* hero of the Alamo,
lered bin victim to be conveyed «ti 11 further into the in
i*»r Knowing that death would he »he consequence of
it removal, he made a sure--*ful effort to escape. Al-
tys in imminent peril, he made his way in Mexican diside,being often subjected to examination from hand* of
erilla*and Mex'can guard*, until he reached the plains
tiich led Itiin in Puebla, where General Scott w is preringwith his victorious army to advance U|»on the city
Mexico. From his knowledge of the localities in the
iyhljoihood of Mexico, and the number* and condition of
W cxiean force*, dr. Roger* win* now enabled to u've

lu tble information to the commander-in chief; and his
aracter for courage and intelligence being well known,
was employed a volunteer aid-de-camp bv General
Mow, und in aM the bloody actions wh cli succeeded h«* was
sniigu uh^H as nmon^i 'he bravest of the brave The
"patches of the commanding general, who«e aid he was.
11 y Mtteat his character for skill and gallintry, and recoiu-
end him in the strongest terms to the notice of the coin

der-in-chief, be*iowing upon him a-* high niobiums
on any other officer of his division. Rugaged In all the
ier actions in the Held, Mr Rogers wie particularly di*-
iguished lor hi* conduct, a* hi* brother officers relate, in
a Storm Inv of Ch ipultepec, where he was one of the
ven who firrt mounted the walls of that fortress, ;iud
lilted the ."'and ird of his country over * the Halls of the
>nlezii'?r.i.. ' The sailor has now returned from the wars,
i i.it i...rMiiniii.^i M IUMII4 liiin L«<>hiiu* tin* dn.'k
snot tin* field <»I ln-4 luno. Hi has earned lii* laur«*l-
*>n il»t- I*mi, 4m«( «hHo<«tfh f»ro«»i<»»»on in iv not K'tuml him
the ®crvtcc which he performed upon I iml, his claim®
justice ure strengthened by tht« service; and the only
jeot which 1 have in view on this occasion, i* to com?ndhis claim* for sheer justice to the consideration of the
mmittee on Military Affair*. I think that a stronger
%o could scarcely be presented lor the consideratio of an
nerioan Congress. I do not .undertake to point out tin*
xle or measure of redress which die case demands. I
kve that to the ability, the patriotism, the b mcvalence at
? gentlemen of tin* Military Committee. We all unite in
minend iflon of those of our countrymen who have been
OMguished in this war. We are accustomed to rejoice
er the achievement* of our countrymen in Mexico, with*
t reference to parly distillation*. When liio gallant dead
i brought from Mexico to their I »«ne, we foil >w the
arse, * the war horse and the inufltvj drum,4 anil unite

signifying to the world that the wuolo nation sorrow.* for
s lalieti 1 hope tiiat the sane feeling which t* so sue
*s fully invoked in behnlf of the tnentnry of the gtllaui
ad, may be manlfeued to the living; and that when the
nsioru r shall return from Mexico.the crippled and war

>rn s 'Idiot.claiming his dues, we shall b«- ready to
rard to the n just co npenjation for tho services which
y have rendered to their country. 1 hope it may never
said of us,

How proud they can press to the funeral array
Of hi in whom thoy shunned in hi* siuunrss and sorrow
And bailiff* may wiz* his last blanket to day
Wkoje pail shall be borne up by *tate*iuen to-morrow !'

" I move that the memorial be printed, and referred to
3 Committee on Miliary All lirs "

The ieloronce u> the committee was then unanimously
ierei."

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

Mr. PEA.RCE, from the Committee on the L'brnry, to
10m was referred the joint resolution from the Mouse for
3 distribution of theO.Hcidl Register, or Blue Book, among
b several States, reported back the same without amend?nt,and nsked ita immediate consideration.
The reading of the resolution having been called for, it
u rPMll lltl fitll^U'fl *

Whereas a number of copies of the 0;ll,dil Recister or

ue Hook are now deposited in tlie olli:r of the Secretary
Stale subject to the order of Congress; therefore.
Reto!*eil, I'hat a full set of each lor one year, or so far as

practicable, be furnished to eucdi ol the "State libra
and where there are no Slu e libraries, lo he deposit,in the ollieo of tiie Secretary of State, an.I dm the Sectaryof S.ate be requested to have the tame Iraiisin.UoJ lo

*m

The joint resolution was then considered as in commit-
i of the whole, and no amendment having been offered,
as ordered tea third reading, and was subsequently lead a

ird time anil passed.
Mr NILES^Jrom the Committee to Audit and Control
e Contingent Expenses of the Senule, to whom had been rcrredthe resolutions of the 19th December, and the reactionof the 30 h January last, reported the following rcsotion; which was considered and adopted
Rttolvtd, That the resolution of the Senate of the 11th day
Augu-a, 184"I, directing die Secretary ol die Senate iOconici with the publishers of the iwo princip il newsp ipers in

is city lor reporting and publishing the debates and pro
cdings of the Senate, be so modified as lo exclude, alter the
loptioo of this resolution, fro n any contract wliieh lias or

ay hereafter be made in pursuance of said resolution, the
iblieation of revised speeches, a report ol which has once

ten pub'i-lied ; anil also to exclude from die rcjioit of the
oceediugs of the Senate massages and reports from
utive ollicors of the government, and from committees ut
) Senate; and that the Secretary notify the persons widi
horn lie has entered into contract* of there limitations an ',
oddications ot said resolution.
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Publii Lands,
whom w is referre'l the mcmAinl of the leg s'ature of

rkansas, in relation to a donation of land for an insiituie
- il.n lUmil r^iw,rtp.l n iiill injilcin" n donation of land for
ebenefit of the Clarkesville Institute fur the Education of
e Blind, anl for other p trp ine.s of education in the State
Ai kaiis is ; which wan read and passed to a second re ulS-

lieutenant general.

Mr. FITZQERALD naked and obtained tlio unanimous
nsent of the Senate to introduce the following j suit rcsoluin; which was read, and passed to the second reading
Retolved, Thai the President of ihe Unit' i Stales ho, and

is hereby, authorized to conf-r upon M.ij ir General
'infield Scott ihe brevet appointment of lieutenant gene-
1 of the army of the United States, as a token ol national
atitudo for the services he has rendered his country and
honor of his distinguished ability as a general.

general appropriation bill.

Oil motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the prior orders were

rstponrd, and the Senate, as in committee of the whole, re-

tilled the consideration of the bill making appropriations
r the civil and diplomatic expenses of the government for
e year cutting June 3d, 1850 the question pending being
>on an amendment submitted by Mr. Dayton to the fol-;
wing amendment proposed by Mr. Walrer
Skg And he it further emu ted. That the c institution of
it- United S ales and all and singular tl.e several acta of
engross respecting ihe registering, recording, enrolling, or

tensing ships or vessels, and (lie entry and clearance
leieof, and the foreign and coasting trade and lisheries,
id all the acts respecting the imposing and collecting ol
alios on imports, and all acis respi cting triple and inlerrursewith the Indian tribes and all nets respecting the
uhlic lands, of a public and general character, and the
revisions whereof are suitable and proper to he applied
the territory west of the Kto del Norte, acquired from

lexico by the treaty of the second day ol February,
ighteen hundred and lorty-eigbt, be, and the same are

ereby, extended over and given, and inade in lull three
rid t-ihcacy in all said territory ; and the 1'reaiduHt of the
ruled States be, and bo is hereby, authorized to prescribe
nd establish all proper and needful Miles and regulations
n conformity with the constitution of (lie United State-)
>r tho enlorrcment of^aaid laws in said territory, and lor
re preservation of order and tranquillity, and the estabdirruutoljustice Iheroin, and Iroin lime to time to inodiror change die .said rules and regulation# in sucu mariner

s may seem to him discreet and proper, and may pro:ribeand establish, temporarily, such divisions, districts,
oris, oliioes, and arrangement* pioper for the execution ol
lid laws, and appoint and commission such otflcers as

lay be necessary to administer such laws in said tcrritorlor Mich term or terms as ho may prescribe, whose aulorityshall continue until otherwise provid d by Oonress; said officers to receive such compensation as the
resident may prescribe, not exceeding double the coin

ensation heretofore paid to similar olhccrs of the United
talus, or its territories, for like services: and to enable the
line to be done, the sum of two hunured thousand dolirsbe appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not
the rwise appropriated,
Mr. Dayton's amendment to the amandinenl is as foliws:
44 That, until the end of the first session of the next Conress,unless other provision for tkir- government ol the terloriesrecently acquire I from Mexico, under the late treaty
nth that government, (dated second February, eighteen
11 rid red and forty-eight,) be sooner made by Congress all
i«* military, cuvil, and judicial powers exercised by the
ili- ers of the existihg government of the same territories
inII he vested in such person or persons, and shall be
xercised in Mich manner, as the President of the UnidSilatos shall direct, lor the maintaining the inhabitant*
f said territories in the free enj i/niont of their liberty,
roperty, and religion ; and the laws ol the United States,
.dating to the revenue and its collooti >n, shall be ex

;uded to said territories And the Presi lent ol the
fnited States >hall l»e and he is hereby authorised, within
:ie term aloresaid, to establish such districts loi the oollec
ion of the revenue, and during the recess of Congress rep
onil such officers, whose commissions shall expire at the
u ol tlie next session of Congress, to euluroe the said
tws, ug to him shall seem expedient said oificers to re

eive micIi compensation as the President may prescribe,
iOt exceeding doqhle the compensation horetoro paid t"

iiniinr ninccrs o( the United .m iujj, or m iwiiuimhj
ill" (.trvioe and to enable tho m i lie 10 bo done, III" sum
>1 two hundred thousand dollars bo appropriated oid o

toy money in ilia treasury not otherwise appropriated.
Mr. WALKEFl. Before offering any observations upon

he proposition now before the Senate, I wia't to mention
hut aeverrl senators have been to nte this morning, and
mice the adjournment Inst evening, insisting that the
intendment oirerod tiy myself should be withdrawn from
he civil and diplnmuiic bill. I wish now to say to thr
rlenate, that I would be gratified if some indications should
be given upon Unit subject, 1 feel entirely willing to with-

draw the amendment, and would moat cheerfully do it by pa
the consent of (he Sen ite, if it may be augmented in any lb
wuy, ao that I understand such to be the feeling of ike leu
Senate. isi
Mr MASON said that if thin anaendment wus withdrawn he

by the sen (tor from Wisconsin, he should renew il. an

Mr. WALICES. I would not withdraw iny amendmententirely, but simply from the civil und diplomatic bill, foi
It is with that view alone that 1 would withdraw it. tor
Mr. MASON. I do not know how furl have licen un- act

leralood in my remurk. Wnai I meant to say ia this that ni<
lhal umendmenl cannot be disposed of, but by a vole of the po
Senate upon it. till
Mr. WALKER Mr. President, the Senate will npprc- a

date the remark when 1 a ty, that it is with extreme diffi- B
den -e that I pmpoae to say anything upon the subject now gri
before the Senate, It appears, air, to me.and I four it will lei
a<> appear to many others.'ike obtruding myself upon the g>
Senate at (his penod of my seuatoriul cureer, and upon it r.

nibje-t where I ought not to feel myse.lf justified. 1 confess for
that 1 do, to a considerable extent, feel embarrassed by this thr
impression. Bui, sir, 1 have the consolation of knowing hu
llml 1 have not heretofore, since I moved this iiineiidmeni, ter
inude nny great noise about it, or obtruded myself upon the ilu
notice of the Senate to any very consider ible extent and 1 sti
c.innot charge myself with having, up to this period, occu- pri
pied its attention in any manner which is not both inodest be
nod justifiahle. 1 have brought a subject of great mugm- lav
tude, in my mind, before the Senate. Il is one. which has been me
for some tiin°, and is now likely to continue, to agitate not poi
inly this body, but the other brunch of Congress, us woli as w!
the people of the country. There is one thing,however, tliut is to

gratify ing; that we have reached a stage in this matter.a mo- to
in -in ill me proceeding 01 me oeiuue 01 me uinicii ouurs. riu

wiien every man who has given tunny intimation of liia view.; wi

upon this auliject seems to feel tlie importance ofdoing some- wi
[Inns, and d iing it now, for the setilement of this vexed du
question. This must be a matter of gratification to all. ly,
We hear the senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Dayton',) rel
we hear the great and distinguished senator from Massa- of
:husetu, [Vlr. Wkbstch,] we hear even tliose who are op- nr

posed to the passage of this amendment as it is offered, say iIn
that it is important, and important now, to do something sui
for the setilement of ilns matter. There seems to be none for
here, sir, to dispute this. Every one seems to be sincere it
in expressing this feeling, and in saying that he is Co
ready upon the proper occasion, and in a proper way, and lo

by proper means, to consider what we shall do. And, s r, vis
if sincerity is implied by the wordt of gentlemen who have m

spoken, both publicly and privaiely, the only questions pal
which now remain to lie answered, are, What shall be done: coi
how shall it be done? and when shall it bo done? This,
sir, I refloat, would now seem to be the state of mind which t>,.,
is prevailing in the Congress of the United States. The#, p,(|sir, what shall be done? It must address ilself to every us,
senator laboring under the impression and feelings to which wi,
I have alluded, that, this is a momentous and solemn q tea- 11|,(
lion. There mjy be found those who will treut it careless- |uv
ly, ami thero may be found those who will treat it in u ip(
manner to defeat action on the subject; keep it open as a 0f
subject of agitation.not only to agitato this branch of rc>

Congress and the other, but to agitate the millions of our |,v
fellow-cilizcns who are now directing their eyes to this capi-*1, tJ,
tol, and, as it were, with imploring looks and words, be- ih,
seeching us to act, and to act definitely.
This qoes ion, when addressed to the Senate, it would t[)(

seem, ought to have brought to their feet lhase of old stand- W£
nig in political life ; those of distinguished ability and char- p0[
ucter; tliose who have established a clia'-actcr for greutness (.Vi
who have reached that |>eriod in life, and that position w|
in the political affairs of the country, when nnd where ojtheycan exercise a mighty inlluenc*. Sir, there is onc L.,,
in this Senate who lias been brought to his feel by
this solcmu question being addressed to the Senate. nn
one at the sound of whose name my childhood's form was -pj
disposed to assume a more erect position. And, looking W(
down the path of my own life, 1 have seen him in the dis- yj(
tance occupying that position in the estimation of his coun- gl|

never venture:/ to aspire; and little did. 1 dream of ever liav- "j
ing the honor of silting in council with him on the affairs of
this nation. Out, sir, when he was brought to his feet, and
the Senate, as it were, were kneeling around him, like childrenbegging tt parent for bread, he almost literally offered us

nothing but a stone. Yus, sir, he to whom we have
been disposed to appeal, and clothe with the leadership of
in itlera of great magnitude, when he offers his proposition, (|^
offers thut which niuy well be denominated nothing. I an
allude to me very distinguished senator from Massachu- c||
setts, [Mr. Webs ran ] What has tint distinguished senatoroffered to us ? How has ho answered this momentous aj|
qu:8pon.ahat shall be done upon this subject? Sir, he (,
liaslold us that we should do tliisi co

"Tint the President of the United States be, and he herebyis, authorized to huld possession of, and occupy too ierriones of California and New Mexico, ceded by Mexico
to die United S ates by the treaty of tno ol February, f
eighteen hundred and lorty-eight; an thai lu be audiori/ .« <!for that purpose, and m order to in liniain the andun- h'l
ty ol tlis United SJ uvi, nod preserve pete and order in th
said territories, to employ such parts of the army mid navy ih
of the United States as ho may deem necessaiy. hc

Now, Mr. President, did that distinguished senator, or m

any other senator upon this floor, deein it necessary to pass Oi
a declaratory act merely of what tho duty of the President Hl'

is already? Was there nn impression lurking in his breast. to

was tlieic an impression abroad in the Senate.was there u > #

feeling pervading the Congress of the United Stulcs, that sit

the President soon to be inducted into power is so far lack- if
ing in the knowledge of his duty, and the nerve to execute fei
it, as to neglect to hold possession of these territories, and Fl
to that end to employ such n ival and military forces of the *a

country as might be necessary? Were there any that
dreamed that the incoming President was so ignorant of his Inn
duty, or ao far lacking tit courage to execute it, ns to render it lie
necessary to pass this ilccluratoty net ? Sir, it seems to me he
thut neither the senator, nor other senntors in this chamber, ur
entertained any such impression in regard to ihc lately elected mi

Chief Magistrate of this tia'ion. Still, sir, the words which en

are presented to us in writing would aeem to imply that in

such a feeling was entertained, and such a belief did prevail, by
1 know of noiiu who entertain such an opinion. in
And now, sir, let us look at the remainder of (he answer w

of this great statesman to those questions which 1 have pro- tit
pounded: w

" due 2 An I be it fur her mac/til. That until the expirn- 'u

tion of tho n 'Xt session of C ingress, unless Cong re is shall |,e
sooner provide for the government of said territories, the lb
existing laws thereof shall be maintained and observed ; and co
iliat the civil and judicial authority heretofore exercised ay
in said territories shall be vos'eil in, and exerei<".l bv, -ueh w
Iters,ill or ncrsons :is the P.esident of the Unred Slates shall vt

appoint an I direct, to thtt end that th < inhabitant* of said "

territories iniy bj protooted in the lull and free onjoyinein Md
of ihuir liberty, property, and rnl m n mi

"

Then, with a proviso ugiiiut military force t
'

" froenltU, ncvrrlhtltn, 'f'liat martial law sha'l not be
proclaimed or declared in said territories, or either ol litem,
nor any mditary court established or instituted, except oidt- ga
n try courts martial for the tri il of persJUs belonging to llie p,
army and navy of C to L'uitcd States." j1(
Now, Mr. President, when wcro the laws which cxiited w

at the time of the cession of thi i territory abrogated ? When mi

did they cease to exist? And, sir, if they have not been e)
abrogated.if they mill exist and are in force, pruy what /<
does tins answer of that slutcsman say to u-s ? It says tli
nothing m >re nor less than that ho would have ur

thoae laws executed by appointees of the President of pt
the United Slates, instead of those officers chosen by th
the people for theinsslves. This is the answer wlnr.n re

is given to us by him, to whom we feci authorized sr

to I ok for kindly advice and admonition. Sir, when w

I saw him rise, ( did turn towards him with feelings lit
of mingled hope and gratitude fur I thought, when he took ill
a position upon this important matter.knowing him as 1 had ol

a right to know him.I did expect from him something, si!
and felt, in aslicipaiion, gratitude for what was coming, in

hoping that he would give us at once that upon which we <h
mold nettle down and nirrcc.that which would produce In
tranquillity ofmind both horn and in these territories to which m

wc propose to extend some o( our laws. Out, air, I must re- IJ
peat, that wli n it was all read, I was disappointed, and g<
could hut pronounce in my mind the won! " nothing!" tli

Disappointment, sir, must seize upon the nit nil a of the w

country. I speak in no unkind sense to that senator; I th
wish lie were present to hear what 1 have to say. Hut wc si

had a right to expect more at his hands at all events, for an

one, I did expect more. "And then again, when he turned w

from us and sod that lie did not feel himself au.horized to in

exhort the Senate up»li this or uny otlirr subject, it seemed re

to inc that there was a want of feeling, not justifiable, in that ur

great man's breast, and winch ought not to have been mam- ui

lasted here. We ail entertain n high appreciation of him,
though we may differ from linn in politic i. Wc all feel that th
he is one who has oticri advised us .often directed the iill'iir.r VI
of state ; but we could not but feel disappointed when be. th

gave such an answer, which, as 1 sai l bufore, amounted to in
nothing. w

Now, Mr. President, as to the answer which we should to

give to this question, my ideas of our duty are llirao thai th
we should do nil tint has usually been done in similar cases fa
It is proper for the Senate to advert to what is implied in h;
th in answer."all that has been done in similar cases." A
Why, it has been usual, sir, where it has cc.i practicable, ol
to pass en act establishing a territorial government. This u In
would he our duty now to nltempl, if it were not for two sc

insurmountable barriers.the one, sir, the lack of tune; the c!
other, the agitation which prevails here and ihioughoul the in

country upon the subject of slavery. Find we time, sir, wc tl

mightily* little longer; we might go on and endeavor to 1

sssorae a t to org hum these territories in the us,lul form,
it tine w,II not permit it. We have but one more week of
lislaiwe time, ami then the liour fur action for litis session
losed,and closet] forever anil it will be for us, one week
lice, to give the country the answer, whether anything,
<1, tf anything, what, has been (lone upon this subject.
But, sir, it will be for the Semite to remark, that heretoe,independent of the meie form of organization of the
ritory.that is, jiving it its specific power, and pre

ibinjthe mannerfor the tr ina.iciion of its inlernul mu:ipala(Fairs.something else has been done. And to this
int 1 ask the attention of the Senate particularly. It is to
s point.leaving out the organization of the territories in
municipal seme.tint this amendment proposes to go.
sides the organization of the territory, whenever the
iwing improvement of the territory has involved the inestof ill United S'a'.cs, those laws which relate to the
n ral go .eminent.to the government of the country in its
ntioiis to the territory.haveu! ways lieen extended over it
instance, the post office laws, the laws in relation to

t sale of the public lands, the revenue lawsbf the country
ve li en extended, and all other laws of a general charqcwhichwere necessary and proper to the enforcement of
i rights of iHe country. Ami I contend,-sir, that the contutionitself requires tint domestic tranquillity should be
iserved.that domestic insurrection und violence, should
ddpfyessed- Ana it it I>e not proper to ejueiid our

vs for thin purpose, whether we organize a govern!iitor iioi, I uni, Tor one, unable to suggest a pureefor wliicli it should be dune. Yes, air, 1 doubt
icthcr there is one in Ibis .Senate who would feel il
be otherwise than his duly, if il were practicable,

organize a territorial government in form in those tcr>ries.Hut when this is impraclicuble.when lime
II not permit, and whun the peculiar stale of feeling here
II not permit, the next best Hung evidently becomes our

:y; that is, to extend the laws of the country geecraluudprotect the interests of the United States in its
miens with that country, and the rights and interests
that country and its people, so fur as they stand in Conxionwith the general government. If we fail to do
1, wc have failed to do anything. And calamity may
:ceed ; and l know in t who are to lie accountable
the succession of calamities which will ensue, unlets
be the Senate and House of Representatives in
tigress assembled. Upon us, it seems lo me, is properly
be visited the odium uttached to this neglect; and if
itcd upon us, it occurs to me that it will lie a dnficult
dter to show an excuse which would otfer anything to
liute the otTence in lite estimation of the people of the
intry.
Usually, sir, these general laws of the United States have
:n extended over territories gradually.that is, when the
palation of the country became such as l> demand the
3 of the public land, the land laws have been extended ;
len there was a population which required and justified
i services of the Post O fice Deoartmcnt. the oust office
vs have been extended; wlien it became necessary, from
increasing commerce of the country, to establish porta
entry, und extend laws for the collection of revenue, the
I'cnue laws have been extended ; and so on, gradually, step
step, lias the exerci se of general jurisdiction by the

liteil States been extended in all those respects in which
i interests of the country required its exercise.
Hut what is the stile of the case before us? Let mo call
; uttcntion of the Semite to this Btate of the case. Here
ace n picture presented which was never presented be

e;wc see a country occupying a position which none

er occupied before it. We are witnessing developments
lich are new and unprecedented. Here we see interests
the most momentous kind growing suddenly into existre.andinterests, too, which in their tendency since man
st existed, have had the etrect more to cxctle the avarics
d the baser passions ol the human mind than uny oilier,
len, sir, what state of (he case does this produce ? Here
sec the lands brought iri the mist glittering point of

;w before tlie eyes of the world, showing llio necessity of
rveying them, uml establishing land districts and land
ices for their disposal. From the immense quantities of
o precious metals which are being found there, a com-
sree Unprecedented in the history of any new country has
rung into existence. Sails are bespeaking the ocean from
e extremity to the other, extending from the various
lints of departure to that of debarcalion. A scene

the kind has never before been presented to the
cs of the American people, or any other nation
the earth. Here is a commerce of the most import-

t and dangerous character, and of the most interesting
aracier from the amount of its profits. Many are en-

getl in it. From the destitute condition of llio country,
who are there are interested in it; thus begetting the ne-

ssity for llio extension of tho revenue laws over that
untry.
But, sir, the senator from Massachusetts told us that the
;tension of these laws is useless, lie tells us that their
leration will amount to nothing, and that the step will be
tirely nugatory ; and he gives us an instance.the case of
orida in Hd'J.and gives us the important information,
at from tho time of the extension of ihe revenue laws to
c period of the organization of that Territory, there was

it SlOO of revenue collected. Sir, give to Florida the im-
raise quantities of gull tint are emboweled in tlie mines of
lliforma.give lier the important poita that there exist.
nil to Iter the mighty tide of population that is rushing
California.create in Florida the necessities which are

iw existing there, and then nsk that senator if the cxtcn>nof the revenue laws to California is not important? and
his mighty mind and great sagacity do not suggest a difrenlanswer to that which he gave in the instance of
orida, I shall feel much mistaken in my camnaiion of that
gncity and magnitude of mind.
Sir, there is a necessity, if there ever was a necessity in
y case, for ihe government of the United Suites to extend
r laws to California. Upon the principle of extending
r revenue laws to that country, let ms here be distinctly
iderstood ; f >r even in advocating points of expediency
id policy I wish to be sustained, if possible, in consist-
cy of principle. I may say that I am opposed to all sys-
an of indirect taxation.to any indirect system of revenue,
r the imposition of duties on imports. Bat it now exists
the country. Every ship of every country on earth

oulil he directed to California, if the amount of comp'ti>ndid not forbid it. And while every port almost in the
orld is sending forth her manufactures, productions, and
biicj, to be sold nnil disposed of there, to come into comititionwith us.while we have to make large expenditures
r the protection and (I hope) for the government of that
uutry, why should we duein it improper to extend thin
stem there? Why will it be improper, in a country
here the importer finds so rich and valuable a market.'
Miy should he b; exempted? 1 say, sir, (bat wlule this

stemdoes exist.while levying imposts upon importa>nsof foreign goods is the practice of the country, I am
cidedly ill favor of its extension to Ncjv Mexico and Calirnia.
Well, sir, this being the peculiar state of tilings with readto our land and revenue laws, lot us paaa on to other
lints in which this territory is to be viewed. Sir, we find
re a more heterogeneous ciass of population than perhajyi
e ever found, or shall ever find, congregated during the
me space of tune, in any region of the world. Turn your
'cs to Belgium she is sending forth her numbers. Direct
lur min I to Cornwall, and you will find her miners leaving
eir nuiivc land for this El Dorado of America. Look to

ly part of Ureal Diildir., and you will find the. population
luring itself out in vast numbers, their faces all set towards
e same point. Again, turn your eyes to Germany nnd if
ports give us unyiliing like the truth, the Uermunic Stales
e pouring out their thousands. Turn to any part of the
oriu, nnu do yo 11 u nnu a restlessness pervading irie puo:inind upon the subject of these gold mines? Yes, sir,
ere is something peculiar in the interest which is felt not

ily by our own country, but other countries, in braving
hardships by sea and land, for the purpose of grasping
a brief moment soma portion of the vast wealth that is
ere being obtained from the land wchave so lately acquired.
our own country, we have, perhaps, sent forth a gredt
any of our enterprising men to this section of the world,
at it is equally certain that many of our more vicious have
>ne tiiere. I am not disposed 10 say that the population
ere, so su ldenly congregated, is more vicious than anynereelse. Bui, sir, that there is vice stulking abroad
at there is danger to the weak who arc subject to the
ronz, the vicious, an tyrannical, there can be little doubt;
id tliat there is no la v there adequate to protect those
ho arc unable to protect themselves, is and must be
disputable. Then, sir, this is a state of things which
ndeis it very necessary indeed that steps extraordinaryat commensurate Willi the emergency should be taken byfor the purpose of accomplishing the end so desirable.
Then, sir, what are the steps which ought to betaken? On
ia point, my views ur. contrary to those of the senator from
lass ichuietls. M y views ure, that tlio laws wc extend
ere should bo of the ni ist competent character which exist
our country ; that we ought to extend thoss laws there
hich will accomplish tho end I not merely pass a declnrnryact that the President himself shall hold possession, for
at ho must do as it is ; and let him neglect to do it.let him
il to hold possession.let it go forth to the nation that he
ts let that country slip from his handi.while there is «n

meric in heart to bleed, or lif) to expire, such a shriek
' curses will go out against him as never was, and I
ape never will be, heard in this land. I differ from the
mator from Massachusetts, that it is necessary only to dearcit to lie his duly to do this. In an emergency, the
lost strenuous mcanurcs and energetic steps must be taken
lal possibly can he liikcn. it is possible that the proposition
have offered mijjht not huve been offered by me, if the

President who was to execute it had been one of the jnrty
tnwhich 1 belong. Delicacy might have forbidden Uii',

sir, 1 feel relieved when I can oiler tin) execution ot these
mighty powers to a Prescient who is not of my parly. i lie

suspicion cannot rest opon me urn! my efforts, thut 1 um

endeavoring to prcjudioe the liberties of the country by ,,

placing in the hands of my own pirty President cither the ,,
sword or the purse 1 am grut.fud Hint our position is u

such, that when we offer this great power und great patron- a

age, we are offering it to one whom the country lun lately
honored fur his bravery unit deeds of arms.lo one wiio
has manifested through life, u deliberate determination to ''
discharge his July with cneigy, yet with forbear nice ami P
courtesy, in every p isitton lit which ha has been calleil
upon to set j atld one who entertains, ut thu same tune, J if- i<

ferent political principles, ami belongs to a different political "

party, from that to wnich I have the honor to belong. Vl

Sir, if we can treat with indifference, even during the I"
short rema nder of this session of Congress, this important
matter, it must be because too many have not Ijokvd at tiie w

state of things which exists it must he that, s > far from
being lovers of tranquillity, they ure lovers of that excite- s!

meqt und that agitation, which, if kep up, and if not «'

checked by the good sense of the American people, must, w

ere long, so far produce ulienalion us to cause the departure 11

of that spirit of peace, harmony, and broiherly love, upon hi
which tills government ought to be b ur id, and upon winch 1
alone it can tie based, wt'h success und houes of prosperity. t'
May the time be afar off, sir, when imeb u* twiMtia* f

Of feeling, sneh an end of all fraternal feeling, slull be 111

brought about. May the period lie no far remote, thut
even the eye of expectation itself oinnot look lo it witn any
fear of its readiing us s > long a* we exist, or so long as
our appreciable posterity shall survive. Sir, there is a P
solemnity about it. Upon one snip of this chimbcr, we see ai

that taken us insult which wui never so intended, and
which would lint be taken as matter of offence bv tliusr fo
whose minds hid not been rendered morbidly sensitive **

by fearful foreboding" tbut their rights were uttackud 10
and were in jeopardy. On the other, I fear tin re is too much cr

of it dispoaitiou to goad und irritate.f not from u love of bt
rutlly, from too little care for the feelings of others. S >ni in

tiling there is lurking in our midst, to cause every senator to "

feel sad und solemn that such a thing does exist, |ind which 1,1

ought to bring him to the solemn and firm resolve that ll'

with the lust breuih of his life he will struggle with all his 11

energies to eradicate this state of feeling; iliat he wid
press on to the discharge of his duly to himself, his neighbor,told his country.to his country in nil its w

parts, wheiher North or South, East or West, near or "t

remote. Every one of us has constituents who liuve lately to

gone to the distur* region of wealth.to California. Turn
your eyes, sir, to the most distant portions of the newly n'
settled regions of the West. The man who lately made the
echoing woods resound to the strokes of his axe, lius heard '
the tale of the land of gold. He has bid farewt II to wife, '1C
children, friends, and kindred : he has gone! The young so

ploughman, so lately whistling through the furrowy task, 811
lias heard the sound of gold: he, too, has gathered up his ml

little all, and, with a ' gond-liye, mother.sisters, fuie- 'h
well !".is gone loo. lie has lell lire home of all ction and t

kiudrct behind him, and is now there. To mechanic, hi.
whose stalwart arm so lately lent din to the busy scenes of ' 1

life,has gone likewise. Oar neighbors and friends have dc
gone from every region of the country,anl from every ml

rank; leaving behind them those to whom they were al1

hound by the chains of affection and of kindred love. ls
This human li le, like the carthipiake's wave, ir onward
and resistless. It cannot, it will not be stopped or delayed.
Every one of us has had same cause for feeling upon the hi
su'aj T,t. And if we would discharge our do y towards
those who have gone out from among us,let us do it'uow, IH

at the present session of Congress, and not return to be 1(1

greeted by the question, Wiry have you left o ir fathers n<
and brothers unprotected, subject to the assassin's knife, or
the murderer's pist >1 Why Intve wc needlessly been doomed bi
so soon to lose that which was so Ucar to us.that which we b<
cherished.vhich was our support und prote lion.our'1'1
companionship through life ? .S r, it soeins to me tli.it we 111

ought to be impressed with the duties now urged and press- 1'
log upon us ; that we ought to lie ready to come up at once >.

to the manly performance of our duty, in defiance of uli thai is si
suid, or done, or threatened in cither quarter of the Union,
which is likely to sever brother from brother. Let us c one oi
forward like men, determined to do right, if the heavens full. Cl

Now, sir, what 1 propose shell be done, is set fortli in the b
amendment which 1 have had the honor to olfer to the
.Striate.P

I wish very briefly to allude to this amendment, and to '*

ask the attention of the Senate to its terms, that they may '<

perfec ly understand what my meaning is, ui what the
proposition is in ull its bearings; that, If I am incorrect, other "

gentlemen with their hotter knowleJge, experience, and 11

sagacity, may correct the errors into which 1 have fallen : 11

Sue .. And lie it fai liter enacted, i'nat ilie constitution ol ''

the United State?, and nil ami singular the several acts ol "

Congress respecting the registering, recording, enrolling, '1
or li tensing siiii's or vosiels. and lire entry and clearance a
thereof, mill the foreign :i 11 i roasting tradj itu 1 lidiuries,
ami all tins net* respecting tlx- imposing and collecting 01 J
duties on 11nport*, and till not* respecting trade and in- r|
turcourse with lite Indian trilnj*, and all act* respecting tba
public lands or tlie survey or sale thereof, and all uiidaiugie
lar the oilier acts ol Cungie*s of a public and general cli ir-

'

actor, and the provistuns whereot ans suitable and proper c<

to be applied to the territory west of lb Hio slsd Norte, P1
acquired Iro n Mexico by the treaty of the second slay ol 01

Kebruary, eighteen hundred nud lorty-eiglit, b , anil the n
Siitne are hereby, extended over and given, and inadc iri
lull force and ctflcXcy In all saul territory. .(
That is the fir3t provision. Now, I have remarked that fc

this general extension of the laws ol the United States oacr tl
the territories has generally taken place gradually, as the (t
interests und necessities of the country to which they were V
to lie extended grew up. But, sir, under the peculiar state hi
of things here, it is proposed now, und in this manner, to n
extend them at once. S ippose, sir, that we were to prop >* S
to carry this matter through a series of years should we not I
have the power to do all that is proposed to be done now ? Is c
there anything to prevent our extending now, and at once, m
the laws with regnrd to the " recording, registering, enroil- (
ing, or licensing snips or vessels, and the entry and clearance t

thereof," over California? Is there anything to prevent our lc
extending the lows relative to the " foreign and coasting ptrade and fisheries" to that territory? is there any- u

thing to prevent oar extending (he laws " respecting the h
public lands,'or the sale and survey of thereof?" Is there t.
unything to prevent the extension of the laws "respecting a
the imposing und collecting of duties on imports ?" Is there «l
anything to prevent our extending uny of these laws? h
Have we not heretofore, in other cases, extended all these s

laws.though not all in one act? But, sir, under c
the peculiar state of this case.under the peculiar cir- s

cumsuinces winch surround us, is it nut expedient fur us, at ti
once to extend all these provisions over that L'errit iry ? Arc h
there no lands to be sold ? We know that there arc. Are a
there no inhabitants, wtiose necessities demand a commerce? <
Have not profits been made of unprecedented Amount by itu- c

porters to that regihit ? We know that there have been, r
and will be, to the amount of millions incalculable. Why
should we not, then, compel them to contribute something v

for the support of this government, and of tltut? r
Sir, it may be said that the poor settlers there will c

have to pay our imposts indirectly. 8ii*, if there is a |"
country til the world where duties may he indirectly
imposed without becoming a burden upon the poor a

consumer, it is California. Merchants there ure realizing v

500 per cent, profits up m their goods. D> y*m suppose u
that the amount of revemii levied there will m ike any up- I
preciahle difference in their prices ? Not at all, sir. It in, y

of all the couuti its on earth, the one where a revenue can lie .|
collecied an I the settler not feel it; fir such trifles enter not t
into the account iti the prie, s fixed for articles l>y the
s desman. If duties are lell uncollected, goods will not be p
sold one penny cheaper; for it is the amount of gold n
which regulates the prices current there, and not the duly h
that is levied. The shawl that cost the importer lorty cents, u

and which he Bella at $14, cannot lie enhanced in pi too by u

the imposition of a few cents duty. S

Then, iir, in another respect my amendment proposes to
extend the laws regulating our intercourse with the Indian if
tribes. Perhaps there has never lieen u t-rritory over '<

which thejuiisdiction of the United Siutes has been extend- It
ed, in which there has existed so much necessity for the ex- *

tension of our Indian relations as (here is for tneir extension h
over'thc countty of which I am sneaking. Sir, this neccs- «

s ty not only exists, and results from the great number of a

tubes of Indidns there.some of them savage tribes.sonic U
of them hostile to each other j "but if the Ssnate will hear i1
with nie, I will suggest that it is imp jsed as a necessity, our li
duty, by the solemn, unrepeatable obligations of the treaty tl
into which we have entered wi h Mexico itself Sir, we have t

entered into obligations with Mexico to protect her ciuz.ms it

against capture and imprisonment by the Indian tribes.to a

reclaim and recover, and return to their own country, all *

such Mexicans as shall be captured by the Indians. VVnonevcrnotice shall be given to us that they have been captuied
anddetained, wc arc obliged to recapture those Mexican Iprisoners,and return them to their own nation. We are to n

devote the necessary money cf the country.the energies of p
the country.all the power of the government of the United n

States, if necessary, to the accomplishment of this end. And
yet, it would seem that the period, in the estimation of some
gentlemen, has not yet arrived when we shall lake the step '
necessary to the fulfilment of these treaty obligations.But to go on, sir, the amendment provides
"A id the President of the United Simon be, and ho is

uereby, antiwarir.ed to prescribe and establish all properand nucdfii! rules met regulations (in conformity Willi the n

constitution of the United yt.ate:} ici the onlorcoinent o( &

31 laws iii "tiij territory, und Tor tha pri'inrvntiiMI of under
ml t'UiKinillity, nm| the establishment til justice therein,
n I 1. in time io tiiiiD Ui ni'slifyor change the raidm!--!
ml re.iilmioii- in Mii'li manner as nmy unni ronin v
ri-i-l ami |>: I' f ; nml may pro-unit and c ni,'|»|i, i, oip>arily.sue divi-lons, district*, ports, inn « an<l auai" *

11 ri11 propvr l'o I 111** eication ol * ni law.*, ami appointmi 09111 ill-si 'II such Ulii CIS at may !>.- i. c-Mliry In mi*
limstwr aunh laws iii said territory lor «.i. i i. un'or terms
s Im may |>r"tii io, whoso authority Muiil continue u.iiil
ihe.-wi u rnvUIn I'v Congress "

S r, here is where the power in to lie given.to the Presien'.of the United State-I.to accomplish the great end .if
rivrving the pence mid lraiii|iiillity of Our couiuryn en ami
lunliy. Nov, if liie President of the United S ii<", alio
to exe-ute thesi laws, be turns If a man whom, tli people
ight 'o have honored, and ought to htivc elected, lie is tlio
y tnatl w io can e xecute, tooth more f i My ami j o ly, tl.n

[j .veis which are proposed to be given Iii n by this nmendi-nt. Sir, is there uny peace lit re? N '. «ir; it has takrn
ings an I ft iwn. Ir there any trumjildli'y there ? If tho
irounts Is.' tiue, the very reverse is the case. Personal
rugg'e ami conflict is almost continually going on. Parties
ad individuals, urmcd rtmly for the conflict, rush to it
hincverthey fin I that, in i vir aggr ssivc spirit, they nro
it perm t'rd t<> do 111 that spirit dictates. The u raker
ltd th in ad von without the power to r sist, and w ith nothing
protect them If they :»|>j>c to the laws of the country,

icy ure inadequate to the en). It' they appeal to the
iiilili.thcd Bullion tie* of tlie country, there s inn to bti
atliing which w ill interfere, or, interfering, wilt render the
isisUncc and uid required. Then, air, would it not seem

joe-mury that the very atop proposed by this amendment to
; Inkon, should ho taken to meet this emergency. Wo pro>eeto nrm the President with jiow r to preserve the peace
id iranqu I it v.
Here, »ir, I lieg leave to cull the uttenti >n of the Senate
r a moment « the remarks of the h mumble senator from
cw Jersey [.Mr. Dittos] upon this subject. lie objects
tlie extension of these laws, and to the grunt of this pow,bt cause of three distinct facts which tie has stated, and I

ive no doubt tie felt himself uuthnrized in staiin ;, were
alters " which del not strike my eye. ut the time the.
nCTiJrnen'. was offered " that there w is a miclhing more
the amendment than at. first met the eye." Those metiswere, first, that the amendment was te w; seajiiJ, that

settles the boundary of Texas ; and, third, that it extends ,

oon«niuti<»n of the United fc>\it»s over Uaiifoiviid.
Mr D.VYTON, (interposing.) That remirk wns made
ith reference to lite last objection.the fact of its extendgthe constitution over California.ami not with reference
the others.
Mr. WALKER. That ij the fact upon which 1 am now
iout to remark.
Now, «ir, that the phraseology of the amendment is new,
lo not deny. Hut in the proposition itself new .' I appre:iidthat the aenu'or from New Jersey hitna If will not any
because he has ill ready given us the cases of Louisiana

ill Florida. It may be new in its phraseology, but I premcit is not new in its objects. It may be new in tome of
e f. atures ot thepnuitr to be extended to the President, and tha
ws to be extended over the country. It mvy be the fltcl ;
it, sir, ia this not a ne w case, dem Hiding something new
r this government and those territories before we spparate;
inmnding that some new step should be taken upon thin
ihject? I sit not a new case? Is it not a state of things
ich as has never existed before? It oqjiurs to uio that it

As lo the second objection lo the amendment, that it setisthe h run lary between the United S ates and Texas, I
ive only to remark that it is a mere mistake of fact upon
e part of the senator from Now Jersey. Wo are at direct
sue there for I say that the amendment docs not propose
do titty such thing. It does not name Texas. It does I

it mention the conflict with regard to boundary. It snys
tilling about that disputed territory. It merely anya
ic country west of the ltio Del Norte.leaving 11 por>ii,if there he any such portion, of territory bed 'aging to j
ie United States.over a Inch the provisions of the amendeatdo not extend. It does not even iofereotiaHy settle
ie question. Sir, if the country west of the Sierra Neva la
.id been mentioned as the country to which the amendment
lould apply, woul I the senator then have said that it si trdtlio question iliai all that portion of the territory east
I" the S.erni Nevada belonged to Texas? Unless he
rulJ s ty tl at, I do not see how lie can contend thut tlia
oundury of Texas is conceded by this amendment. It
o s not affect the question of boundary ; it only c* lu Ion a
onion of the territory of the United States from us provision,if the boundary of Texas does not include thul terri-

>ry. It is nothing more nor less than this.
B it, sir, there was an o ject in framing the amendment

i this form, and candor requires me to express it It was
iy wish to disconnect this question from all controversies;
> conciliate the senatois from T.xuh, if in my power, and
> conciliate all; to put down ull incidental controversies,
rid guard against harrowing up toe feeling3 of members,
i it they might not feel harassed upon the part of Conress,by interferences with questions of mere individual
ilere t. This amendment proposes to leave it free for
"o\as to bring forward the facts, and to demonstrate the
glits which she declares to belong to her. That ques011is left tn another day. It is u question which cannot
ut excite the feelings and animosities and passions of ilir.
luntry, if we should attempt to setilc it in this way. Wo
ropose to act for the sit'lement of the question before us,
nly that we may have the conjoint sanction of as many
lumbers us might possibly bo to the proposition.
Again, sir, hi regard to the extension ftf the constitution,

le third objection of the senator front New Jersey. And
>r whit reason is the senator from New Jersey opposed to
le extension of the constitution, if it can Lie done by legislaiii,over the territories of C.iltfornii and New Mexico ?
Vliy, sir, Ins argument is, that the South claims that the con:ituliongives theui the right to tuke their slaves there and
lake it a »luve country. He asks no advantage from the
mull, he says, nor is he willing to yi Id any advantago.
le is opposed to the extension of the constitution there, bciuscii will give lo the South what 'hey claim us un advHntge,and will give them, according to their idea, an advanigein political power over the North. IIo domes, howrer,at the same lime, that any such results run really fnliw.Sir, my feelings upon the subject of slavery are, I
erliaps, us well known here us those of any other senator

port this flour. Ila', sir, I say before this Senate, and
eforc high Heaven, that 1 feel myself incapable of enterliiiuigany such feedings as those entertained by the seniorfrom New Jersey. If the constitution will cxtwnd
lavcry lo the land, then let it go. If by that constitution
lavciy is extended, I um willing to stand by that conlitution.1 am unwilling to withhold from our southrobrethren uny of ilie rights given to them by that
acred instrument. If by the operation of the constuuioiithey have uny advantage, they may possess it. It
i a sacred instrument, and I am willing to stand by it at

ny lime If any advantage is given to the S mill under the
nnsti uiion, they arc entitled to it. Let them not be exludedfrom lis provisions. If its extension over new teritnrygives an advantage to the South, 1 am willing to g've
hem tlio advantage just to tliut extent. I may differ
villi them upon that question, but wc will not qnarelabout that Itete. 1 will not leave room, or giva
nuse, for an array of one section against another.
or crimination and reorimination. 1 would s.ty to
he South If the constitution of the country gives you any
.d vantage, it is but justice that you should receive that ad- ,

milage. From me, as far as I um concerned, you may huve
t, most ungiudgingly. 1 am not one to violate n constitution
have sworn to support, merely tn cripple an insliiuiion
vhieh I condemn. Nn ; lake it. But let the people of that
1st nit country have the benefit of its protection extended lo
liein. *

Is there anything in this which is criminal? anything
romotive of the interests of slavery ? But the proposition
> withhold the constitution from our Terri ories, is to viouciliut instrument. They are a part of our country. They
rc our fellow citizens who have gone there from ull regions
f the Uuilrd States. Under the constitution of the United
Itntcs, they are entitled to its protection if tlicy go there,
n reference to ilic slave interest, it gives ore advantage ; but

it were othci wise, it is a constitution which wc are sworn
) support und execute. It is notour fault. But to witholilthe protection of the constitution from that country,
rould be ingratitude and injustice. To refuse that it should
ave iu full operati >u, would be to violate its provisions,
vhich I am nnw.lliiig to do. 1 hope I am understood. I
ay that I should regret, entertaining the views which 1 do,
lut it shou'd have nny other operation than to do gene.al
istice.; but even should it be otherwise, magnanimity,
lei11v to the constitution, fidelity to the Union, fidelity to
ac institutions (if the land, which it H net in my heart to

iolatc, would require that we should honor nnd olncrvo
I am disposed to do all lint the constitution requires,

nd shall not for n moment hesitate to impure whether it
rill benefit or injure the North or the Sooth. H

I regretted, sir, to hear this objection of the senator from
few Jersey. I may not have understood the import of h'» H
inguage. I tiny not have under food what lie intended to H
mply nnd if I liave misunderstood him, and done him in- H
tatter, I shall he ready most humbly to nsk his forglvo- H
ess. But it seemed to me to he looking at the subject in H
point of view from whence it ought not to he en n, mid
ne in whirh it ought not ti lie dropped before the Semite. H
"his is n penre-ofleri ij. It is not promised la org in- H
r.e a government where the Wilmot l'roviso wdi bo
uher applicable or inapplicable. That question eoines H
P when we propose to organize a territorial govern- H
icnt. This is nn intermediate step between anarchy- H
nd territorial fforernruent. Thia ia to do what little wO H
an for Unit country to protect tlic right* of' Southern nicil H


